
2020 NEWS COMPETITION

NORTHERN ILLINOIS NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATION



DESIGN, COMBINED
Staff, Daily Herald

“The Daily Herald’s excellent base design, 

using clean typography and page design, was 

an easy-to-navigate template for timely and 

important content.”

Jack McCarthy, Suburban Chronicle, 2nd place
Jennifer Kranz, Cook County Chronicle, 3rd place



SPORTS COLUMNIST, COMBINED
Barry Rozner, Daily Herald

“It might seem like Rozner finds a good 

tale and gets out of its way. On the 

contrary, he grooms the reader’s path 

expertly.”

Dick Peach, Evanston RoundTable, 2nd place
Aimee Barrows, Kane County Chronicle, 3rd place



EDUCATION REPORTING, COMBINED
Zak Koeske, The Daily Southtown

“Koeske demonstrates why the education 

beat is one of the best beats.”

Kevin Beese, Cook County Chronicle, 2nd place
Madhu Krishnamurthy, Daily Herald, 3rd place



RELIGION/OWEN PHELPS AWARD, COMBINED
Staff, The Observer

“Excellent, thorough series that 

provides great detail in a clear, 

interesting fashion.”

Amanda Hudson, The Observer, 2nd place
Wendi Kromash, Evanston RoundTable, 3rd place



USE OF HUMOR, COMBINED
Irv Leavitt, Cook County Chronicle

“Excellent political perspective with 

a good balance of humor and 

seriousness.”

Irv Leavitt, Cook County Chronicle, 2nd place
Jim Baumann, Daily Herald, 3rd place



VIDEO, COMBINED
Rick West, 

Daily Herald

“What a delightful 

story told beautifully.”

Karie Angell Luc, Pioneer Press Publications, 2nd place
Rick West, Daily Herald, 3rd place



WEBSITE, COMBINED
Staff, Daily Herald

“The Daily Herald team gets it. The website is organized 

well and updated regularly. This is a top-notch site.”

Staff, Cook County Chronicle, 2nd place
Staff, Evanston RoundTable, 3rd place



SPOT NEWS STORY, COMBINED
Eric Peterson, Elena Ferrarin 

Daily Herald 

“This entry clearly shows that reporters 

were on the scene talking with witnesses 

and observing the mayhem for readers.”

Bob Seidenberg, Evanston RoundTable, 2nd place
Kevin Beese, Cook County Chronicle, 3rd place



HISTORICAL FEATURE, COMBINED
Ted Slowik, Daily Southtown

“Timely topic—an infectious disease 

outbreak—with a local historical angle. Does 

what a good historical piece should do: 

Makes the past relevant to today.”

Burt Constable, Daily Herald, 2nd place
Jack McCarthy, Suburban Chronicle, 3rd place



INFORMATIONAL GRAPHIC, NONDAILY
Jennifer Kranz, Cook County Chronicle

“Using Census data, the State of Disillusion 

infographic is an excellent depiction of 

where Illinois residents are moving out of 

state.”

Jennifer Kranz, Cook County Chronicle, 2nd place
Katharine Ade, Evanston RoundTable, 3rd place



HEADLINE WRITING, NONDAILY
Kevin Beese, Cook County Chronicle

“Clear, powerful headlines that tell the 

story all on their own, but also make 

the reader hungry to learn more.”

Jack McCarthy, Suburban Chronicle, 2nd place
Victoria Scott, Evanston RoundTable, 3rd place



HEADLINE WRITING, DAILY
Melynda Findlay, Daily Herald

“Findlay’s clever headlines offer 

wordplay that elicit a smile and 

desire to read the story.”

Don Friske, Daily Herald, 2nd place
Sean Stangland, Daily Herald, 3rd place



GENERAL FEATURE, NONDAILY
Shea Lazansky, Oswego Ledger

“This is a very touching tribute to a 

coach who was obviously well-loved 

and very special to the community … 

nice color, great quotes and telling 

photos.”

Kevin Beese, Cook County Chronicle, 2nd place
Wendy Fox Weber, Annie Alleman, Naperville Sun, 3rd place



GENERAL FEATURE, DAILY
Burt Constable, Daily Herald

“These stories are so heart-wrenching. 

You told it honestly, without too much 

bitterness from the family but still 

showing a lot of love.”

Barbara Vitello, Daily Herald, 2nd place
Madhu Krishnamurthy, Daily Herald, 3rd place



PERSONALITY PROFILE, NONDAILY
Shea Lazansky, Oswego Ledger

“The writer does a fine job portraying a 

creative and inspiring public servant.”

Kevin Beese, Cook County Chronicle, 2nd place
Karie Angell Luc, Pioneer Press Publications, 3rd place



PERSONALITY PROFILE, DAILY
Robert Feder, Jim O’Donnell 

Daily Herald

“This obit package of this larger-than-life 

local personality combines an overview of 

a colorful career, warts and all.”

Burt Constable, Daily Herald, 2nd place
Elena Ferrarin, Daily Herald, 3rd place



BUSINESS/FINANCIAL COVERAGE, DAILY
Marie Wilson, Elena Ferrarin, Daily Herald

Photojournalism staff, Daily Herald, 2nd place
Eric Peterson, Bob Susnjara, Daily Herald, 3rd place



TECHNOLOGY/MEDICAL, NONDAILY
Meg Evans Smith, 

Evanston RoundTable

Amanda Hudson, The Observer, 2nd place
Karen Larkin Young, Evanston RoundTable, 3rd place



TECHNOLOGY/MEDICAL COVERAGE, DAILY
Marie Wilson, Daily Herald

“Great blend of personal stories, 

experts and facts.”

Staff, Daily Herald, 2nd place
Staff, Daily Herald, 3rd place



COLUMNIST, NONDAILY
Irv Leavitt, Cook County Chronicle

“Great storytelling; easy, enjoyable 

reads.”

Aimee Barrows, Kane County Chronicle, 2nd place
Les Jacobson, Evanston RoundTable, 3rd place



COLUMNIST, DAILY
Burt Constable, Daily Herald

“Good way to bring a national story 

to a local level.”

Paul Eisenberg, Daily Southtown, 2nd place
Jim Slusher, Daily Herald, 3rd place



EDITORIAL, NONDAILY
Staff, Evanston RoundTable

“A well-written editorial that 

shines light on a local issue 

and asks concrete, actionable 

questions of the people in 

power to address it. Great!”

John Etheredge, Oswego Ledger, 2nd place
Staff, Evanston RoundTable, 3rd place



EDITORIAL, DAILY
Jim Slusher, Daily Herald

“Expertly looks at perhaps the most 

existential issue facing the globe today 

through a hyperlocal lens, offering 

readers concrete examples of how the 

crisis will directly impact their lives.”

Pete Nenni, Daily Herald, 2nd place
John Lampinen, Daily Herald, 3rd place



SPOT NEWS PHOTO, NONDAILY
Lynn Trautmann, Evanston RoundTable

“Utilizing a bird’s-eye view to add a little extra 

to what could be considered a mundane 

assignment is what makes this photo rise to 

the top in this category.”

Mary Helt Gavin, Evanston RoundTable, 2nd place
Mary Helt Gavin, Evanston RoundTable, 3rd place



SPOT NEWS PHOTO, DAILY
Rick West, Daily Herald

“There’s something to be said for 

sweet, simple and to-the-point.”

Mark Welsh, Daily Herald, 2nd place
Joe Lewnard, Daily Herald, 3rd place



Karie Angell Luc, 

Pioneer Press Publications

“Excitement, fear, boredom: The 

making for a great day and a great 

photo.”

Shea Lazansky, Sandwich Record, 2nd place
Sandy Bressner, Suburban Life Media, 3rd place

FEATURE PHOTO, NONDAILY



FEATURE PHOTO, DAILY
Rick West, Daily Herald

“Keep looking and you notice 

the little things that make this 

photo great.”

Brian O’Mahoney, freelance, 2nd place
Brian O’Mahoney, freelance, 3rd place



SPORTS PHOTO, NONDAILY
Jeff Krage, Suburban Life Media

“What a fun celebration shot! It 

shows emotion, is cropped well, all 

while being crisp and bright. A 

technically sound photo showing 

such jubilation earns this top spot.”

Sandy Bressner, Kane County Chronicle, 2nd place
Sandy Bressner, Kane County Chronicle, 3rd place



SPORTS PHOTO, DAILY
 Mark Welsh, Daily Herald

“The exuberance shown on 

the faces of this team  … can 

melt the most frozen of 

hearts.”

Brian Hill, Daily Herald, 2nd place
Brian O’Mahoney, Freelance, 3rd place



SPORTS STORY, NONDAILY
Karie Angell Luc, Pioneer Press Publications

“A lot of effort and keen observation skills 

make for great storytelling about a beloved 

coach.”

Aimee Barrows, Kane County Chronicle, 2nd place
Kevin Beese, Cook County Chronicle, 3rd place



SPORTS STORY, DAILY
John Dietz, Daily Herald

“The details make the difference.”

Scot Gregor, Daily Herald, 2nd place
Patricia Babcock McGraw, Daily Herald, 3rd place



ONLINE PHOTO GALLERY, NONDAILY
Shea Lazansky, 

Oswego Ledger

“Informative and artful.”

Shea Lazansky, Sandwich Record, 2nd place
Sandy Bressner, Kane County Chronicle, 3rd place



ONLINE PHOTO GALLERY, DAILY
Jeff Starks, Daily Herald

“These artful selections show us how 

much can happen in a week.”

Photo staff, Daily Herald, 2nd place
Jeff Knox, Daily Herald, 3rd place



IN-DEPTH NEWS STORY, NONDAILY
Eric Schelkopf, 

Kane County Chronicle

“Important topic to cover and good 

details. Good updates on an 

ongoing story.”

Larry Gavin, Evanston RoundTable, 2nd place
Larry Gavin, Evanston RoundTable, 3rd place



IN-DEPTH NEWS STORY, DAILY
Burt Constable, Daily Herald

“Wow! What an important story. 

Thank you for telling it.”

Zak Koeske, Daily Southtown, 2nd place
Emily Coleman, Lake County News Sun, 3rd place



NEWS STORY SERIES, NONDAILY
Kevin Beese, Cook County Chronicle

Staff, The Observer, 2nd place
Kevin Beese, Cook County Chronicle, 3rd place



NEWS STORY SERIES, DAILY
Jake Griffin, Lauren Rohr 

Daily Herald

“Concise, straightforward, arranged 

well.”

Staff, Daily Southtown, 2nd place
Jake Griffin, Daily Herald, 3rd place



WATCHDOG REPORTING, NONDAILY
Larry Gavin, 

Evanston RoundTable

“This story very pointedly 

reminds two public 

officials of their promises 

to be transparent.”

Larry Gavin, Evanston RoundTable, 2nd place
Katie Finlon, Kendall County Record, 3rd place



WATCHDOG REPORTING, DAILY
Zak Koeske, Daily Southtown

“Koeske's deep dive into a well-paid 

consultant revealed a record of fraud 

apparently not known by her superiors and 

prompted her ouster within hours — proof 

that accountability journalism works.”

Zak Koeske, Daily Southtown, 2nd place
Jake Griffin, Daily Herald, 3rd place



COVERAGE OF SOCIAL ISSUES, NONDAILY
Victoria Scott, 

Evanston RoundTable

“Your story personalized 

the students’ situations 

and achievements.”

Kevin Beese, Cook County Chronicle, 2nd place
Mary Helt Gavin, Evanston RoundTable, 3rd place



COVERAGE OF SOCIAL ISSUES, DAILY
Madhu Krishnamurthy, 

Daily Herald

“Four very different but four 

well-told stories.”

Zak Koeske, Daily Southtown, 2nd place
Elena Ferrarin, Daily Herald, 3rd place



PUBLIC AFFAIRS REPORTING, NONDAILY
Larry Gavin, 

Evanston RoundTable

“Good example of 

accountability journalism 

at the hyper-local level.”

Derek Barichello, Katie Finlon, Kendall County Record, 2nd place
Kevin Beese, Cook County Chronicle, 3rd place



PUBLIC AFFAIRS REPORTING, DAILY
Elena Ferrarin, Marie Wilson, 

Daily Herald

“It's obvious that a lot of strategic planning 

went into the series, and the depth of each 

piece was impressive.”

Zak Koeske, Daily Southtown, 2nd place
Robert Sanchez, Daily Herald, 3rd place



LOCALIZED NEWS STORY, NONDAILY
Katie Finlon, Kendall County Record

“Good job sourcing and related 

background for the story.”

Kevin Beese, Cook County Chronicle, 2nd place
Kevin Beese, Cook County Chronicle, 3rd place



IMPACTFUL COVID-19 COVERAGE, NONDAILY
Staff, Suburban Chronicle

“A smart choice to devote 

several pages in each of these 

issues to dedicated coronavirus 

coverage.”

Aimee Barrows, Kane County Chronicle, 2nd place
Katie Finlon, Kendall County Record, 3rd place



IMPACTFUL COVERAGE OF COVID-19, DAILY
Zak Koeske, Daily Southtown

“Strong local coverage mixes 

stories about how people were 

dealing with the early days of 

the pandemic.”

Staff, Daily Herald, 2nd place
Ted Slowik, Daily Southtown, 3rd place



SPANISH COVERAGE OF LATINO COMMUNITY, 
NONDAILY
Margarita Mendoza, El Observador

“A readable piece that has identified 

its readers and given them a feeling of 

having attended.”

Marni Harvey, Reflejos, 2nd place
Sharon Boehlefeld, El Observador, 3rd place



And now, a brief announcement



CORRECTION: SWEEPSTAKES WINNER 2019, NONDAILY
Galena Gazette



GENERAL EXCELLENCE, NONDAILY
Evanston RoundTable



GENERAL EXCELLENCE, DAILY
Daily Herald



Thank you for attending!
Congratulations to all participants

On behalf of the Northern Illinois University Department of Communication and the 

Northern Illinois Newspaper Association, thanks for being part of this event.

Stay safe and healthy, and if you haven’t already …

VOTE!

Have a good evening.


