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DESIGN, COMBINED

Staff, Daily Herald

“The Daily Herald’s excellent base design,
using clean typography and page design, was
an easy-to-navigate template for timely and
important content.”

Jack McCarthy, Suburban Chronicle, 2nd place
Jennifer Kranz, Cook County Chronicle, 3rd place
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SPORTS COLUMNIST, COMBINED

Barry Rozner, Daily Herald

“It might seem like Rozner finds a good
tale and gets out of its way. On the
contrary, he grooms the reader’s path
expertly.”

After her infamous ask to Patrick Kane,
whatever happened to Peggy Kusinski?

eggy  Kusinki  was
driving through & fog
so thick even the fog
couldn't see where it
was going,

Still, she turned the key, tapped
the gas and sped forwar

It's dangerous, sure, but that's
what you do. Besides, who's going
10 care? Everyone has their head
down, looking at their phones.
one’s intesested in your problems.

So she kept going 10 work, kept
irying 10 do her job, ignoring the
pleas inside her own head, the
ones asking her 10 step away.

Kusinski was headed down a
country road at night with the
lights off.

A crash was inevitable,

For 25 years, Peggy Kusinski
was one of the most respected
tefevision journalists around

Kusinski worked hard and
asked harder questions for Chi
cago's NBC affiliate. She looked
for siories and angles under
standing a line not crossed, the
line between pompom and note
pad not so much crossed as
rampled all over these days,
obscuring what had presously
been a sacred and professional
demarcation.

But by the fall of 2013, Kusinski
was struggling to do her job. One
of nine siblings, her oldest sister,
Pat Kusinski Smith, was very il
Par bravely fought breast cancer
for 11 years and around Thanks.
giving 2013 she took a terible
turn for the worse.

*1 was with her as much as 1
could be, going 1o as many doc
tor appointments as possible,”

BARRY ROZNER

Pegry said “When you're the
person going  through it, just
hecause you're listening 1o the
doctor doesn't mean you're hear
ing what he's saying, so 1 always
wanted (o be there.

“In January 2014, we went o an
appointment and 1 was stunned
by what I saw. In just a few weeks
since Christmas, she looked so
different ._. and [ knew.

“1 knew this was it. I didnt
know how long. So 1tld hes, ‘You
say the word and I'll tske a leave
of absence.”

*She said, Yeah, I think it's time."

"My producer, Geoff Glick, and
our vice president a Channel 5,
Frank Whintaker, were so wander
ful and understanding. There were
same days [ couldn't even 1alk on
the phone, | was so emotional

“They would say, ‘Can you
maybe just go to Bulls practice
and get some sound? My sister
was in Highkand Park, so I would
20 1o the Berto Center (in Deer
field), or go to the Bears in Lake

KUSINARL

Peggy Kusinski interviews Andrew Shn o' ma Blnlmw.k! after
Game 6 of the 2013 Stanley Cup Finals in Bostol

Forest, do the interviews quickly,
shoot my standup, leave it for my
cameraman o edit, and go back
10 her house or the hospital.

“1 did that for two months.*

Until Pat died in April 2014
g behind a husband, a san
a huge number of relatives.

"We're a very close family. it was
extremely difficult,” Peggy said.
“After my mom died, she ran the
family.

“I relied on her for everything.
She was my sounding board for
work, Eamily, my personal life, my

ar

struggle with infertlity. She was
always there. [ was heartbroken.”

Peggy took a week off and
returned for Blackhawks playoffs.

"I wasn't mysell” she said. “I
thought work would be a great
redease 10 take my mind off things.
Itwasn'

‘I had not ... [ did not ..., " she
paused and searched for the
woeds as she gazed out af the
blue sky and beilliant sun bathing
Medinah's grand property. “Gried

See ROZNER on PAGE 5

Dick Peach, Evanston RoundTable, 2nd place
Aimee Barrows, Kane County Chronicle, 3rd place



EDUCATION REPORTING, COMBINED  Boarg

m
Zak Koeske, The Daily Southtown o embf}rs
turn for
“Koeske demonstrates why the education ch Vote
leet City scho

° Oﬁ‘ici . S
beat is one of the best beats.” iving yccised of

Kevin Beese, Cook County Chronicle, 2nd place
Madhu Krishnamurthy, Daily Herald, 3rd place



RELIGION/OWEN PHELPS AWARD, COMBINED

Staff, The Observer In the Habit

|

Habits Span Centuries

“Excellent, thorough series that
provides great detail in a clear,

interesting fashion.”

Amanda Hudson, The Observer, 2nd place
Wendi Kromash, Evanston RoundTable, 3rd place



USE OF HUMOR, COMBINED

Irv Leavitt, Cook County Chronicle

“Excellent political perspective with
a good balance of humor and
seriousness.”

Joe Biden and the Over-the-Hill Gang

By Irv Leavitt

Lots of people are fretting over
the possibility of electing Joe Biden
president because he's 77. Not me.

T'ma White Sox fan. For us, ageis
reltive.

My team picked up Steve Carlton
when he was 41, Ken Griffey Jr., when
he was 38, Omar Vizquel when he
was 43 and Tom Seaver and Orlando

| Duque” Hernandez when they
were 39.

So much interest in over-the-hill
players drives some fans batty. What
good are great players when they're
no longer great?

Actually, most of those guys were
assets. Seaver won 31 games over
two years, Griffey threw a runner
out at the plte to save a one-game
playoff, and Hernandez was a key
1o the team's only championship in
anybody's lifetime.

Al those players had compara
tively diminished athletic capacity
by the time they got to Chicago. But

Nixon never goes to China.
You know that if elected, Biden is

1gto hire a coal lobbyist to

. an oil man to run the

not goi
runthe E

energy department, and a secretary
of education who dislikes public
schools. If Mitt Romney or John
McCain had been elected president,
they wouldn't have done tha, ether.
‘That kind of behavior is the province
of our most special executive.

1f Biden gets in, we're going to see:
familiar faces. John Kerry, Barack
Obama’sbest secretary of state, will
be doing that
elsefor the new president. UN
Ambassador Susan Rice is likely
tobe back. Half of Biden's primary
opponents will probably be offered a
position in the administration.

Biden's most significant strength
has not diminished with age. His
agiliy in the halls of Congress s
unmatched by any president since
Lyndon Johnson picked up beagles by
their ears on the White House lawn.

Biden frequently says goofy things
but that's nothing new. He said goofy

ain, o something

things when he was young, too.

And he's skilled at saying the
wrong thing at the right time. I think
alot of people enjoyed the heck out of
him teling that gent in Detroit what
he was full of.

Biden talks slower than some other
politicians, but that's not entirely due
to age. He beat stuttering in his 20s,
but it keeps trying to come back and
take over.

As for the possibility of Biden
dropping dead in his firs term: Not

good person to run with him on the
ticket. You never know

1 I were Biden and the Democratic
power elite, I would give strong con
sideration to Cory Booker, the young
Senator from New Jersey. He s one
of the kindest and humblest national
politicians I have ever seen. They
could use the slogan, “Nice Guys
Finish First

Worried about the potential for
dementia? It could happen, and prob
lems could ensue. But then again, it
didn't seem to slow down the Reagan
Revolution.

One of the best things about
running an old guy for president is
that by the time he's, say, 77, he must
know how to do something. Biden
wasa ULS. Senator for 36 years before
e was sworn in as vice president. He
gota lot donein the Senate, but most
people largely ignored him when he
wasn' running for president

That's what it'slike to be from
Delaware.

Biden s a few months older thana
ballplayer I remember well from my
youth, when

was pitching for the
White Sox in relative obscurity. But
Tommy John would move on to the
Dodgers and the Yankees, and play in
the Major Leagues for 26 seasans, the
third-longest stretch in history

John was considered by many to be
washed up when he capped offa ter
rific 11th season by blowing out hs
arm. But, famously,a surgeon named
Frank Jobe cut a chunk out of his
forearm and sewed it into hs elbow;
and his wing worked again. He was

Is Joe Biden too old for the game? (Biden campaign photo)

Irv Leavitt, Cook County Chronicle, 2nd place
Jim Baumann, Daily Herald, 3rd place



VIDEQ, COMBINED ==

Rick West,
Daily Herald

“What a delightful
story told beautifully.”

Karie Angell Luc, Pioneer Press Publications, 2nd place
Rick West, Daily Herald, 3rd place



WEBSITE, COMBINED
Staff, Daily Herald

“The Daily Herald team gets it. The website is organized
well and updated regularly. This is a top-notch site.”

Staff, Cook County Chronicle, 2nd place
Staff, Evanston RoundTable, 3rd place



SPOT NEWS STORY, COMBINED

Eric Peterson, Elena Ferrarin
Daily Herald

Pamc inside Woodfleld

“This entry clearly shows that reporters
were on the scene talking with witnesses | « _
and observing the mayhem for readers.”  Ely® =, "W 1L

Bob Seidenberg, Evanston RoundTable, 2nd place
Kevin Beese, Cook County Chronicle, 3rd place



HISTORICAL FEATURE, COMBINED

Ted Slowik, Daily Southtown

“Timely topic—an infectious disease = e
outbreak—with a local historical angle. Does e historian recounts
what a good historical piece should do: 1903 smallpox outbreak
Makes the past relevant to today.”

Burt Constable, Daily Herald, 2nd place
Jack McCarthy, Suburban Chronicle, 3rd place




State of Disillusion
Information from the US. Census Bureau shows that every area
county lost population in 2017 (the latest available county-to-county
migration figures). The Census Bureau data shows that Cook County
was the biggest loser of popudation in Hlineis with a drop of more
than 50,000 people in the latest American Community Survey. The

, survey is an ongoing poll that provides vital information on a yearly
basis about the nation and its people

Jennifer Kranz, Cook County Chronicle -

-4.651

“Using Census data, the State of Disillusion
infographic is an excellent depiction of
where Illinois residents are moving out of
state.”

Indiana

Jennifer Kranz, Cook County Chronicle, 2nd place &
Katharine Ade, Evanston RoundTable, 3rd place




HEADLINE WRITING, NONDAILY

Kevin Beese, Cook County Chronicle < i 4@ fbe
te

fa@ﬁc d [1 g b
ajbf’r t t (1
/g
2)) IIS

d
Lr
Obe 5

“Clear, powerful headlines that tell the
story all on their own, but also make
the reader hungry to learn more.”

Public dollars, private gains
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Jack McCarthy, Suburban Chronicle, 2nd place
Victoria Scott, Evanston RoundTable, 3rd place
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GENERAL FEATURE, NONDAILY

Shea Lazansky, Oswego Ledger

“This is a very touching tribute to a
coach who was obviously well-loved
and very special to the community ...
nice color, great quotes and telling
photos.”

Kevin Beese, Cook County Chronicle, 2nd place
Wendy Fox Weber, Annie Alleman, Naperville Sun, 3rd place



Constable: 'Invisible beast’ of COVID-
19 makes family man die alone, and
changes mourning

GENERAL FEATURE, DAILY

Burt Constable, Daily Herald

“These stories are so heart-wrenching.
You told it honestly, without too much
bitterness from the family but still

showing a lot of love.”

Barbara Vitello, Daily Herald, 2nd place
Madhu Krishnamurthy, Daily Herald, 3rd place



PERSONALITY PROFILE, NONDAILY

Shea Lazansky, Oswego Ledger

“The writer does a fine job portraying a
creative and inspiring public servant.”

Kevin Beese, Cook County Chronicle, 2nd place
Karie Angell Luc, Pioneer Press Publications, 3rd place



PERSONALITY PROFILE, DAILY

Robert Feder, Jim O’Donnell
Daily Herald

“This obit package of this larger-than-life
local personality combines an overview of
a colorful career, warts and all.”

Burt Constable, Daily Herald, 2nd place
Elena Ferrarin, Daily Herald, 3rd place



BUSINESS/FINANCIAL COVERAGE, DAILY

Marie Wilson, Elena Ferrarin, Daily Herald

Preparing for legal marijuana in the workforce

Can employers ban recreational use among their drivers? Will they change drug tests?

By MARIE WILSON
D ELE FERRARIN

eferve

With Illinois poised to become the 11th
state to allow adults to use recreational
marijuana starting Jan. 1, employers are
contending with questions about how to
adjust.

Training managers to recognize mari-
juana impairment and anticipating future
legal challenges are among issues in need
of answers.

There are some certainties. The new
law will not force employers to change

More positive results
seen in drug tests

* Employer drug tests are showing
marijuana more often in results, but after
Jan. 1, they're actually expected to show
up less. See why on PAGE 4

whether they conduct drug testing, and
it still will allow them to enforce zero-tol-
erance drug-use policies at work on all
employees.

But some employers — especially those
in the transportation and manufacturing

industries and other fields in which safety
is criti worry about how to make pot
policies e.

“We can maintain the drug-free poli-
cies, tell employees that they cannot be
intoxicated at work. But at the same time,
how do we enforce it?" said Jim Shan-
chuk, president of Silver Crown Valet in
Naperville. “I'm concerned.”

Some, such as the Naperville Park Dis-
trict, which has a zero-tolerance policy,
say they plan to keep strict anti-drug rules
in place.

“We

aren't going to lessen our

See MARIJUANA on PAGE 4

MARK WELSH/ m
Jim Shanchuk, president of Silver Crown Valet in Naperville,
said he's concerned about how to enforce drug-free policies at
work after recreational marijuana becomes legal Jan 1. Here

he’s working on Water Street in Naperville.

dailyher

Photojournalism staff, Daily Herald, 2nd place
Eric Peterson, Bob Susnjara, Daily Herald, 3rd place



TECHNOLOGY/MEDICAL, NONDAILY

PR ETHS Alumni Create Self-Sanitizing Copper Cell-Phone Case
Meg Evans Smith,

Meg Evans Smith

Evanston RoundTable

eager to help on the current pandemic
frontline, have created a product that

could help reduce transmission of the new “ \

coronavirus: a cell phone case made of

copper, which is known for its ability to kill .
microorganisms such as bacteria, fungi L
and viruses. \

Nick O'Brien and Isaac Lichter - both ETHS @
class of 2016 - started researching and \/
designing the case after Mr. Lichter and his

roommate, Andrew Medland, contracted

mild cases of Covid-19. While recovering,

an article titled “Copper Kills Coronavirus”

caught Mr. Lichter’s eye; he was intrigued

by copper’s antimicrobial properties, and

surprised he was not hearing more about

it during a pandemic.

Amanda Hudson, The Observer, 2nd place
Karen Larkin Young, Evanston RoundTable, 3rd place



TECHNOLOGY/MEDICAL COVERAGE, DAILY

FACES OF
DYSLEXIA

How suburban carpenter, hockey pro

Marie Wilson, Daily Herald

“Great blend of personal stories,
experts and facts.”

and The Fonz are working with it

By MARIE WILSON

“onz from “Happy
defenseman with
e 2010 Stanley Cup-win-
ning Chicago Blackhawks
and a construction con-
tractor living in Boling-
brook all have one major
thing in common: The
way their brains work.
Actor Henry Winkler,
hockey pro Brent Sopel
and carpenter Jeremy Bai
ley have dyslexia, a learn-
ing disorder that experts
say affects as many as
one in five people to
some degree. They've all
struggled with self-es-
teem, self-acceptance

and everyday literacy, and
they're all speaking out to
encourage others to seek
diagnosis and assistance
during October, which
is Dyslexia Awareness
Month.

Dyslexia isn't  what
many people think.

It’s not the simple flip-
ping of letters or num-
bers. It's a diversity of
brain function that causes
difficulty recognizing
word parts, sounding out
words, spelling, read-
ing and attaining lan-
guage fluency. It is the
MOost COMMOonN Neurocog-
nitive disorder, affecting
between 80% and 90% of
people who have learning

]

JOE LEWNARD)/ jle
Actor and children's author Henry Wi
dents at Longwood Elementary in Indian Prairie Unit
District 204 how he was accepted into Yale despite
having undiagnosed dyslexia.

disabilities, according to words into chunks, iden-
the Yale Center for Dys- tify them and connect

lexia and Creativity.

The disorder is treat-
able with tutoring and the
use of strategies to break

them with meaning. But
it never goes away. And it

See DYSLEXIA on PAGE 5

Staff, Daily Herald, 2nd place
Staff, Daily Herald, 3rd place
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EDITORIAL, NONDAILY

Staff, Evanston RoundTable

“A well-written editorial that
shines light on a local issue
and asks concrete, actionable
questions of the people in
power to address it. Great!”

The District 65 School Board Should Take a Look at Bullying

One of the goals in the District’s five-
year strategic plan adopted in March 2015
is to provide a “safe and supportive school
climate.” The stated goal is to “Ensure all
District 65 Schools have positive school
climates built upon clear and equitable
policies and practices where all members
of the school community feel emotionally
and physically safe, included, and ac-
cepted.”

On April 4, 2019, Superintendent Paul
Goren sent a letter to the District 65 com-
munity. The letter said, “Recently. several
concerns have been raised about bullying.
We recognize the real and lasting impact
that bullying can have on students and will
never condone actions that have the poten-
tial to cause physical or emotional harm.
We further recognize that until a child has
their physical needs met, which includes
feeling safe, they will not be able to en-

gage in learning. For these reasons, we are
committed to continuing to address issues
of bullying to ensure that all children feel
safe, welcome, and ready to learn.”

We have heard complaints of bully-
ing in the past year, some of which have
persisted for extended periods of time.
Many are heart-wrenching stories involv-
ing students with a disability. On one
recent occasion, a mother of color told us
in a lengthy email and a followup inter-
view that her daughter had been physically
threatened and bullied at school at various
times during a two-month period.

School officials did take a number of
steps to try to stop the threats and the bul-

lying, but the mother says the steps were
ineffective and her daughter did not feel
safe at school. She pulled her child out
of school after a heated discussion with
a school administrator and police were
called
—

Recognizing that we had only one side
of the story, we asked Dr. Goren to com-
ment on the situation, and he responded,
“The issues raised reflect a very multi-
faceted and difficult situation. The [middle
school team] has followed protocol in
developi
to engage f

short- and long-term strategies
amilies and students in problem
solving and solutions.”

When we asked the school principal
specific questions about the situation,
we were told that many of our questions
could not be answered due to student
privacy laws. But the principal said, “We
take bullying and conflict seriously
and recognize the real and lasting impact
that it can have on students. We care ver
deeply about the well-being and safety of
every child. Members of our team have

a responsibility to both understand and
address the physical and emotional trauma
experienced by students as it relates to is-
sues of bullying.”

The principal also listed many things
that the school is doing to stop bullying.
In regard to a question about calling the
police, the principal said, “Officers are
only called to intervene in situations where
there is a concern for student and adult
safety,” but the principal did not provide
any details justifying why police were
called in this particular instance.

We are left with a number of concerns
about bullying that arise out of this inci-
dent and other incidents that we are aware
of as well. We understand that the Board’s
Policy Committee is planning to consider
bullying at its May 13 meeting. We hope
Committee members will take a serious, in
depth look at these issues:

First, are the schools properly and
effectively implementing restorative prac-
tices and meetings? Are school staff taking
the time to build trust with both sides?
What are school staff doing to allay any
fears that threatened or bullied students
may have about participating in a meet-
ing with those whom they perceive have
threatened or bullied them over a period
of time?

Second, do the schools have a responsi-
bility to promptly stop any threats and bul-
lying of a student, or is it okay if children
suffer the trauma of threats and bullying
for weeks or months? If restorative prac-

John Etheredge, Oswego Ledger, 2nd place
Staff, Evanston RoundTable, 3rd place
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&= SPOT NEWS PHOTO, NONDAILY

Lynn Trautmann, Evanston RoundTable

» “Utilizing a bird’s-eye view to add a little extra
&% to what could be considered a mundane

| assignment is what makes this photo rise to
the top in this category.”

Mary Helt Gavin, Evanston RoundTable, 2nd place
Mary Helt Gavin, Evanston RoundTable, 3rd place



SPOT NEWS PHOTO, DAILY

Rick West, Daily Herald

“There’s something to be said for
sweet, simple and to-the-point.”

Mark Welsh, Daily Herald, 2nd place
Joe Lewnard, Daily Herald, 3rd place



FEATURE PHOTO, NONDAILY

Karie Angell Luc,
Pioneer Press Publications

“Excitement, fear, boredom: The
making for a great day and a great

hoto.” '
P Oto° The Pharaoh”s Fury was among the amusement rides available at
Buffalo Grove Days Aug. 28, 2019 to Sep. 2 in Buffalo Grove.

Riders are pictured Aug. 31. (Karie Angell Luc / Pioneer Press)

Shea Lazansky, Sandwich Record, 2nd place
Sandy Bressner, Suburban Life Media, 3rd place



FEATURE PHOTO, DAILY [

Rick West, Daily Herald

“Keep looking and you notice . :
the little things that make this [
photo great.”

C ‘/,
I\‘

A\l

Brian 0'Mahoney, freelance, 2nd place
Brian 0’Mahoney, freelance, 3rd place



SPORTS PHOTO, NONDAILY

Jeff Krage, Suburban Life Media

“What a fun celebration shot! It
shows emotion, is cropped well, all
while being crisp and bright. A
technically sound photo showing

e for
Lyo s Township's Eileen Mrphy(l3) tulated in the air by Grace Tru ft

such jubilation earns this top spot.” = s e e s e

Sandy Bressner, Kane County Chronicle, 2nd place
Sandy Bressner, Kane County Chronicle, 3rd place



SPORTS PHOTO, DAILY

Mark Welsh, Daily Herald

“The exuberance shown on
the faces of this team ... can
melt the most frozen of
hearts.”

Brian Hill, Daily Herald, 2nd place
Brian 0’Mahoney, Freelance, 3rd place



‘We over me A day in the life

SPORTS STORY, NONDAILY S,

Karie Angell Luc, Pioneer Press Publications s

“A lot of effort and keen observation skills
make for great storytelling about a beloved
coach.”

Aimee Barrows, Kane County Chronicle, 2nd place
Kevin Beese, Cook County Chronicle, 3rd place



S PO RTS STO RY, DAI I_Y ‘He’s a leader for_a reason’
John Dietz, Daily Herald 9 BT
“The details make the difference.”

s teraonsn B Sstn il it et 0 e s btk
After Seabrook’s season ends due to injuries,
teammates say theyll miss his presence on, off ice ¥

Scot Gregor, Daily Herald, 2nd place
Patricia Babcock McGraw, Daily Herald, 3rd place



ONLINE PHOTO GALLERY, NONDAILY

Shea Lazansky,
Oswego Ledger

“Informative and artful.”

Shea Lazansky, Sandwich Record, 2nd place
Sandy Bressner, Kane County Chronicle, 3rd place



ONLINE PHOTO GALLERY, DAILY

Jeft Starks, Daily Herald

“These artful selections show us how
much can happen in a week.”

Photo staff, Daily Herald, 2nd place
Jeff Knox, Daily Herald, 3rd place

F Photographer



IN-DEPTH NEWS STORY, NONDAILY

Gunman said he would kill co-workers prior to shooting

Report details ordeal at Henry Pratt Co. in Aurora; forensics show Martin may have shot himself

Eric Schelkopf,
Kane County Chronicle

“Important topic to cover and good
details. Good updates on an
ongoing story.”

By ERIC SCHELKOPF
eschelkopf@shawmedia.com

AURORA - Hours before Gary Martin
shot and Killed five of his co-workers at
Henry Pratt Co. in Aurora and wounded
five Aurora police officers on Feb. 15, he
threatened to kill everyone in the plant
and injure police if he were fired.
According to a report released April
by Kane County State's Attorney Joe
McMahon on the Feb. 15 shooting, Mar-
tin had spoke to a few employees that
g and was concerned that he
‘might be fired for a safety violation. He
allegedly told one emplo £1 get
fired, I'm going to kill every (expletive)
in here. Tam going to blow police up.”

That employee did not report the
statement to anyone because he believed
the offender was always making “off the
wall” statements and, therefore, was not
concerned, the report stated. The
employee also was aware that Martin
carried a gun in his vehicle, but had
never seen him with a gun inside the
building and wasn't aware that Martin
had a gun with him Feb. 15, according to
the report.

1t is believed the offender brought
the gun and ammunition into the plant
that morning when he arrived for work
as there is no video evidence of him
returning to his car prior to the shoot
McMahon stated in his report

Martin, 45, of Aurora died that day as
well, the result of multiple gunshot
wounds occurring during the shootout
with police.

4 7

_—
Aurora Police Chief Kristen Ziman (at podium) and Deputy Chief Keefe Jackson give the Blue Star Award to officers John Cebulski (from left),
Marco Gomez, Adam Miller, Reynaldo Rivera and James Zegar during a Celebration of Courage on April 29 at the Paramount Theatre honoring
the first responders to the Feb. 15 shooting at the Henry Pratt Co. in Aurora. The five officers all were wounded by gunfire in the incident.

Larry Gavin, Evanston RoundTable, 2nd place
Larry Gavin, Evanston RoundTable, 3rd place



Under orders from Gov. ].B. Pritzker, the Illinois State Board of
Education said schools can no longer use locked timeout rooms.
That’s created a problem in a suburban special ed school where

teachers have been injured by upset students.

IN-DEPTH NEWS STORY, DAILY

Burt Constable, Daily Herald

WATCH AT DAILYHERALD.COM/VIDEO: the best way to handis studer
progress Svoupiou he st Adinglon Helghts res |ker'v Docto irk School home with

| Wh 1
ow! at an lmportant StOI'Y.
0N symptoms student ingured her on wasn ISL 0ng enough” 10 subd )JL‘ he st t, she sald

ank you for telling it.” STATE BAN HELPING
OR CREATING RISK?

Those words land like a
dith Hack

speci 1Iuluuhu|
u.nlux for 24 years, Kerry

L sup wdent of ¢

dent at Kirk School in - Nartwest Suburbn §
Palatine «till has her recu-  cial  Educatio

NSSE (l n]u-n o

BURT CONSTABLE’S

STORIES
working with my kids, it . n
Doctor g\\ “I've gotten hit 4 the sccomplishments in the

T've g d. I've got-  ries encounters with

students. See COMSTABLE o PAGE 4

believe

some bumps and bruites

Lak Koeske, Daily Southtown, 2nd place
Emily Coleman, Lake County News Sun, 3rd place



NEWS STORY SERIES, NONDAILY

Kevin Beese, Cook County Chronicle

State bets on gambling expansion

By Kevin Beese
Staff Reporter

The expansion of gambling in Illi
nois could turn the Prairie State into
the Land of Lincolns.

But just where to drop those ex
tra §5 bills with so many neon lights
blinking in your face? The Illinois
Lottery instant games await just a
vending machine push of the button
away. The nimble fingers of the con

venience store clerk can easily punch
in those lucky Lotto and Powerball
numbers for you.

Maybe this is the night to head to
the casino: everyone in the ads seems
to be having fun. Or maybe a Throw
back Thursday at Arlington Park,
gambling the only way people did le.
glly in the early 1970s.

‘The number of gaming opportuni-
ties has tripled in Ilinois since fiscal
year 2013,

And that is before Illinois gets six
more casinos, more video gaming
machines and higher betting lim-
its per establishment, more games
per casino, “racinos.” (combining
horse-racing tracks and casinos), and
soon-to-arrive sports wagering,

It may not be too far down the road
when you pass your time waiting for
a flight at Chicago's O'Hare or Mid
way airports dropping coins in a slot
machine or pushing in chips at the
craps table as both airports now have
authority to add casino gaming to
their sites.

This spring, state lawmakers ap
proved adding six casino licenses to

Video gaming put $3

outpaced casinos in generating money for the state.

the 10 already on the state books.

The new gambling meccas will
be a land-based casino in Chicago
and riverboat casinos in Danville,
Waukegan, Rockford, southern Cook
County and Williamson County

However, are more casinos the an
swer when gaming-related revenue
from casinos has fallen 18 percent
since fiscal year 20127

Video gaming is the new kid on the
block around only since 2013
and has put a dent in casino revenue,
a new report from the state’s Com
mission on Government Forecasting

and Accountability finds. This year
marks the third consecutive year that
video gaming has put more money in
the state coffers than casinos.

Chicago currently does not allow
video gaming within its limits, but
Mayor Lori Lightfoot admits. that
with an $838 million shortfall noth
ing s off the table.

During a Sept. 4 town hall about
the budget, Rick Heidner told the
mayor that video gaming could bring
in $50 million to $70 million annu

Continued on Page 6

million into the state coffers in fiscal year 2019, the third time the gambling option has

Roll of the dice:

Illinois' gaming expansion

First in a series looking at the
expansion of gambling in Illinois

Staff, The Observer, 2nd place
Kevin Beese, Cook County Chronicle, 3rd place



RL\H—\IBLRI\( AJ: FIRST OF TWO PARTS

NEWS STORY SERIES, DAILY ~ |Preschool

could have F

Jake Griffin, Lauren Rohr saved him '?' b

Data shows beating deaths drop sharply
when kids can be enrolled in programs

Q BY JAKE GRIFFIN them safe.
ano LAUREN Roun ~* There
- also i no
—— s

Al Freund was months
away fom starting kindergar
ten when he was besten to
death.

There's 0o indication he
had attended day care or eaely  told by the state child pro-
childhood education, even tection agency how o

“ Q Q though the Inois Depart- access a voluntary, sub.
ment of Children and Famiy  sidized child care pro
Services inspector general last  gram funded under a kw
’ ’ year recommended enrolling  that went into_effect in
all young children under the  February, DCFS officials
W 2sencys supenvision in such

2 program as 3 way to keep See SAVED on PAG

Main image: AJ Freund is burled at St. Michael the Archangel Catholic Cemetery in Palatine. Inset: A picture from of Crystal Lake shows the
Freund's Dole Avenue home where authorities say AJ was murdered. AJ's parents, Andrew Freund Sr. and JoAnn Cunningham, are charged with the crime.

Staff, Daily Southtown, 2nd place
Jake Griffin, Daily Herald, 3rd place



WATCHDOG REPORTING, NONDAILY

Larry Gavin Editorial and Analysis: In the Interest of Transparency,
? Meetings Between the Top Leaders of the School Board, the

Evanston ROundTable District, and the Teachers Union Should Be Open to the
Public

By Larry Gavin

3 3
“This story very pointedly
o o When Board President Suni Kartha and Vice President Anya Tanyavutti were running
remlnds two ubhc for the offices of President and Vice President of the District 65 School Board in April
2018 and again in April 2019, they each filed candidacy statements in which they said
they supported transparency. Ms. Kartha said in her statement dated April 15, 2019, “My

° J Q
m a‘l f t].l goals for our board continue to be to create greater transparency and inclusiveness in
0 Cl S o elr Promlses our decision making.”
»
to be transparent.

Larry Gavin, Evanston RoundTable, 2nd place
Katie Finlon, Kendall County Record, 3rd place



WATCHDOG REPORTING, DAILY

Zak Koeske, Daily Southtown

“Koeske's deep dive into a well-paid
consultant revealed a record of fraud
apparently not known by her superiors and
prompted her ouster within hours — proof
that accountability journalism works.”

Suburban
financial

consultant
resigns

Firms owned by
woman with criminal
past collected $1.8M
By ZAK KOESKE

Companies owned by a Hazel
Crest woman with three fraud-
related convictions collected
more than $1.8 million consulting
two south suburbs on financial
and economic development mat-
ters even as she faced federal
criminal charges, a Daily South-
town investigation has found.

Irma Haollowav a 53-vear-nld

Lak Koeske, Daily Southtown, 2nd place
Jake Griffin, Daily Herald, 3rd place



COVERAGE OF SOCIAL ISSUES, NONDAILY

Victoria SCOtt, Evanston Scholars Helps Underserved Kids Blaze a Trail to
College Graduation

Evanston RoundTable By VcworaScort

By graduating from college, Angel Cardenas and Sarah Williams defied some dismal
L 5 ¢ 5

i our Story Personalized national statistics. They are among just 55% of all students who enroll in college to go on

to graduate - and among only 23% of low-income students who finish.

tlle St'udents’ Sit'uations The two Evanston Township High School alums are quick to admit that they did not make

it on their own. Both profited from the comprehensive and individualized support offered
by an organization called Evanston Scholars. For eight years, ES has worked to improve

and aChievements.” college access and success for students like Angel and Sarah.

Kevin Beese, Cook County Chronicle, 2nd place
Mary Helt Gavin, Evanston RoundTable, 3rd place



COVERAGE OF SOCIAL ISSUES, DAILY

Madhu Krishnamurthy, Peopleto be thankfl for
Daily Herald

“Four very different but four
well-told stories.”

retirees feel less alone

Lak Koeske, Daily Southtown, 2nd place
Elena Ferrarin, Daily Herald, 3rd place



PUBLIC AFFAIRS REPORTING, NONDAILY

Editorial and Analysis: In the Interest of Transparency,

Larry GaVIIl, Meetings Between the Top Leaders of the School Board, the
District, and the Teachers Union Should Be Open to the

Evanston RoundTable Public

By Larry Gavin

Wednesday, October 30, 2019 850 AM
“Good example of ﬁ _
When Board President Suni Kartha and Vice President Anya Tanyavutti were running

ol e o O for the offices of President and Vice President of the District 65 School Board in April
accountablhty Joumallsm 2018 and again in April 2019, they each filed candidacy statements in which they said
they supported transparency. Ms. Kartha said in her statement dated April 15, 2019, “My
goals for our board continue to be to create greater transparency and inclusiveness in

at tl].e hyper"’local leveL” our decision making.”

Derek Barichello, Katie Finlon, Kendall County Record, 2nd place
Kevin Beese, Cook County Chronicle, 3rd place



PUBLIC AFFAIRS REPORTING, DAILY [y &% &

TS pACT

Elena Ferrarin, Marie Wilson, N
D ai]-y Herald su;l;uuer. director of community and‘!amlly services for Ea S&n"sﬁ};.' ;a:y‘s‘ she v;r;r‘r‘lre‘sr

teens will see recreational marijuana “as being OK” once it's legalized for adult use beginning
Jan. 1. The Ela Coalition Against Youth Substance Use plans to send postcards to families in
Lake Zurich Unit District 95 this fall informing them about the risks.

Teen marijuana use

“It's obvious that a lot of strategic planning

went into the series, and the dept
piece was impressive.”

1 of each

is tricky to predict

Part2of2.

By M ARIE W

Pick a side of the marijuana
legalization debate, and stud
iesabound to backit up.

One example: Reports from
legal-use states show conflict
ing data on whether teen use
increases, decreases or stays
flat after adult use is legalized.

A 2018 re: ch letter in the
JAMA Pediatrics journal found
“marijuana use among youth
may actually decline ~after
legalization for recreational

&,

purposes,” in_part, because
“it is more difficult for teen-
agers (o obtain marijuana,
as drug dealers are replaced
by licensed dispensaries that
require proof of age.

The study, which analyzed
national Youth Risk Behav
ior surveys from 1993 to 2017,
found an 8 percent decrease

LR —
Yor legalzation

in the odds of youth mari
juana use in states where it is
recreationally legal for adults,
and a 9 percent decrease in
the odds of frequent use

Conversely, a 2019 analy
sis of National Survey on Drug
Use and Health data by the
anti-legalization group Smart
Approaches o~ Marjuana
found 7.7% of 12- to 17-year
olds use marijuana in states
where it s recreationally legal,
while 6.2% use in states where
itis not

And these are just two

See MARIJUANA on PAGE 5

Lak Koeske, Daily Southtown, 2nd place
Robert Sanchez, Daily Herald, 3rd place



LOCALIZED NEWS STORY, NONDAILY

Katie Finlon, Kendall County Record
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Kevin Beese, Cook County Chronicle, 2nd place
Kevin Beese, Cook County Chronicle, 3rd place



IMPACTFUL COVID-13 COVERAGE, NONDAILY

Staff, Suburban Chronicle Schools shut, [

but districts
“A smart choice to devote try to keep

studentsfed & -
several pages in each of these s
issues to dedicated coronavirus
coverage.”

B Online

retailers
warned
\| | on price
gouging

Aimee Barrows, Kane County Chronicle, 2nd place
Katie Finlon, Kendall County Record, 3rd place



IMPACTFUL COVERAGE OF COVID-19, DAILY

Zak Koeske, Daily Southtown

“Strong local coverage mixes
stories about how people were

dealing with the early days of
the pandemic.”

Homeless shelters forced to consolidate

At-risk clients placed
in hotels amid push
to ‘de-densify’ spaces

BY ZAK KOESKE

A pair of agencies that operate
nearly two dozen overnight shel-
ters at churches throughout the
south and southwest suburbs are
each scrambling amid coronavirus
concerns to place their most at-risk
guests in hotels and consolidate

their remaining clients into a single
shelter by week’s en

South Suburban PADS and
BEDS Plus, whose emergency
shelters typically house around 150
people combined on any given
night, are seeking to cut that
number significantly in order to
comply with federal health guide-
lines and minimize the potential
spread of COVID-19.

Neither agency has had a con-
firmed coronavirus case within its
shelter population to date, but both
are working tirelessly to screen

guests for signs of illness upon
arrival, emphasize hand washing
and sanitization of common areas
and maintain 3 feet between mat-
ses to limit the chance of
contagion.
“On the best of nights, (shelter)
is a place where you're always
fighting germs and cross contam-

To that end, Doug Kenshol,
executive director of South Subur-
ban PADS, said he'd been working
around the clock to nail down a
single church site to house a coed
population of no more than 20 to
25 guests for the foreseeable fu-
ture.

“Our goal based on public health

fiior |

ination,” BEDS Plus devel
director Julie Daraska said. “So in
one way, we're doing what we
always do, but with a hypervigi-
lance we haven’t been required to
bring to it before.”

needs is to y Y
the shelters” he said. “We really
want it to not be dense and to have
ample space between the mat-

Daraska said her agency already

had secured one of its 15 church
sites to serve as its lone extended-
term emergency shelter beginning
Wednesday night, but declined to
share which location would be
used to house 50 of its adult
homeless guests for fear of attract-
ing people they won't be able to
accommodate.

“We have notified all of our
municipal and referring partners
to contact us before referring
anyone to shelter;” she said.

Turn to Shelters, Page 4

Staff, Daily Herald, 2nd place
Ted Slowik, Daily Southtown, 3rd place



SPANISH COVERAGE OF LATINO CDMMUNITY
NONDAILY e AT
Margarita Mendoza, El Observador

“A readable piece that has identified
its readers and given them a feeling of
having attended.”

Marni Harvey, Reflejos, 2nd place
Sharon Boehlefeld, El Observador, 3rd place



And now, a brief announcement



CORRECTION: SWEEPSTAKES WINNER 2019, NONDAILY

Galena Gazette




GENERAL EXCELLENCE, NONDAILY

Evanston RoundTable



GENERAL EXCELLENGE, DAILY

Daily Herald



Thank you for attending!

Congratulations to all participants

On behalf of the Northern Illinois University Department of Communication and the
Northern Illinois Newspaper Association, thanks for being part of this event.

Stay safe and healthy, and if you haven’t already ...

VOTE

Have a good evening.



