
NINA Minutes 
June 16, 2017 
 
Present: Jim Fuller, Roger Ruthhart, Shelley Hendricks, Pat Szpekowski, Stan Zoller, Tom 
Parisi, Jay Dickerson, John Etheredge, Rick Nagel, Diane Dungey, Margarita Mendoza. Phil 
Jurik joined at 10:35. 
 
Absent: Jim Slonoff, Jason Akst, Wally Haas, Eric Olson, Kathy Balcazar, Dan Campana, Tom 
Martin, Tammie Sloup, Penny Wiegert 
 
Dickerson called meeting to order at 10:04 a.m. 
 
Approval of minutes: Pending missing executive secretary’s report. Will track down and 
approve next time. 
 
Treasurer’s report: Slonoff on vacation. However, tax-ID number has been found. 
 
Executive secretary report: Closed account at First National Bank. New account at same 
bank. Would like to add Slonoff to the account. Send card to Gary Burns. Dickerson will do so 
on behalf of organization. Nagel move, Ruthhart seconded. Report accepted on voice vote. 
 
President’s report: Proposes change to constitution under new business to be able to remove 
members.  
 
Training committee: We are cosponsoring an event with the department and BGA about FOIA. 
Event will be 7 to 9 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 21, in Room 100, Cole Hall. Promote in newsletter.  
 
Outreach committee: Met today before meeting. Ideas to promote contest. Goal to increase 
entries by 10 percent. 370 entries in 2017. Goals to have five entries for dailies and non-dailies 
in new contest categories. Ideas for promotion: Get Lampinen and Jurik to participate in an ad 
campaign to promote them going head to head with each other in the campaign. Weekly 
newspaper ad.  Daily FB posts to promote contests. Also see if entries can be paid by paypal 
and credit card. Sharon is making a flyer promoting contest. All NINA members should distribute 
it to all their staffers. Idea to let freelancers who work for member papers to enter work free.  We 
also want to develop an email list of journalists. Send emails of staffers and freelancers. 
Szpekowski will collect all these and this will determine the cost of a constant contact account. 
Will make request for Constant Contact account at next meeting. 
 
Education Committee: Awarded two scholarships from Payton Prep.  
 
Contest Committee: Jurik agreed to be in promo for contest. 
 
Old biz: None. 



 
New biz: Bylaw change as stated on agenda. RR moved. Etheredge seconded. Roll call: 
unanimous pass. Hendricks gave update on Northern Star on RR suggestion. 
 
Nagel moved to adjourn. RR seconded. Meeting adjourned at 11:06 a.m. 


