
NINA Board minutes 
10 a.m. March 18, 2016 
Northern Star office 
 
Present: Shelley Hendricks, Sharon Boehlefeld, Kathy Balcazar, Penny Wiegert, John Etheredge, Roger Ruthhart, Pat 
Szpekowski, Jay Dickerson, Eric Olson, Tammie Sloup, Stan Zoller, Rick Nagel, Jim Slonoff 
 
Absent: Jason Akst, Wally Haas, Diane Dungey 
 
Guest: Tom Parisi 
 
Ruthhart called meeting to order at 9:57 a.m. 
 
Nagel moved to appoint Ellen Kamps and Tom Parisi to the NINA board once they become members. Balcazar seconded. 
Motion passes by voice vote. 
 
Olson moved to approve minutes from the Jan. 22 board meeting. Wiegert seconded. Motion passes by voice vote. 
 
Treasurer’s report: Slonoff reports account amounts are: 
Savings account: $5.94 
Checking: $5438.34 
Conference made $854 
Dues are at $800 
 
Executive secretary’s report: None. 
 
President’s report: Ruthhart said he’s glad to see the committees are off to a good start. 
 
Ad-hoc Website Committee report: Members agreed to continue using the new Twitter account and phase out the old one. 
Etheredge moved to spend up to $80 a year to do website registration with WordPress. Slonoff seconded. Motion passes. 
 
Outreach Committee report: Balcazar reports new members include Woodstock Independent (Cheryl Wormley, publisher), 
freelancer Stephanie Grimoldby, El Observador (in group with The Observer), Downers Grove Suburban Life and Pete Cruger 
with Rock Valley Publishing, Elmhurst Independent. Also, Ellen Kamps is joining the Outreach Committee. 
 
Training Committee report: Zoller suggested NINA work with Chicago Public Schools to secure funding from the McCormick 
Foundation to present a journalism training program with a civics focus. The program could also target high school advisers. 
Hendricks suggested a panel discussion with working journalists and academics about the ethical issues in election coverage. A 
target date for the session is June 16. The session will be in Campus Life Building 100 and coffee, juice and rolls will be 
provided. Hendricks will work to secure the room. 
 
Education Committee report: Etheredge said today (March 18) is the deadline for high school students to mail their 
scholarship applications and that he already has received two! This is a good thing, he explains, because often he receives none 
by this date. He expects applications to roll in following the deadline, as they do every year. We typically get 30 entries. 
Etheredge set the judging session for 9 a.m. April 1 in the Northern Star conference room. All members are invited to come help 
judge. Also Tom Parisi and Ellen Kamps will be joining the Education Committee.  
 
Ad-hoc Contest Committee report: Nagel moved to authorize the subcommittee to change contest rules to include the 
wording “NINA reserves the right to combine categories” and to add the following categories: best watchdog reporting, best 
niche publication, best use of social media by an individual and best use of social media by a publication. Slonoff seconded. The 
motion passed by voice vote. 
 
Old business: Discussion resumed about a possible name change, but it was decided that would be taken up at a later 
meeting. 
 
New business: Zoller brought to the board’s attention HB5902, which creates the Speech Rights of Student Journalists Act, 
which would allow for a free and responsible student press. The act would overturn the Hazelwood decision and be a step 
forward for all student expression. It is expected to come up April 4. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 12:18 p.m. 
 
 


