
NINA Board minutes 
10 a.m. June 17, 2016 
Northern Star office 
 
Present: Shelley Hendricks, Sharon Boehlefeld, Kathy Balcazar, Roger Ruthhart, Pat Szpekowski, Jay Dickerson, Eric Olson, 
Tammie Sloup, Stan Zoller, Rick Nagel, Jeff Rogers 
 
Absent: Jason Akst, Wally Haas, Diane Dungey, Ellen Kamps, Penny Wiegert, Tom Parisi, John Etheredge 
 
 
Ruthhart called meeting to order at 10:02 a.m. 
 
Balcazar moved to appoint Jeff Rogers to the NINA board. Olson seconded. Motion carries by voice vote. 
Nagel moved to appoint Dan Campana to the NINA board. Olson seconded. Motion carries by voice vote. 
Nagel moved to appoint Tom Martin to the NINA board. Balcazar seconded. Motion carries by voice vote. 
 
Dickerson moved to approve minutes from the March 18, 2016, board meeting. Szpekowski seconded. Motion carries by voice 
vote. 
 
Treasurer’s report: None. 
 
Executive secretary’s report: Akst sent the following message via email to the group June 15, 2016.  
Colleagues, 
 
Greetings from western Minnesota, en route to the Badlands and various national parks. 
 
This is a hurried Executive Secretary's report. Again, I apologize for being "dark" on NINA during the spring semester (meetings conflicted with teaching schedule) 
and missing this meeting. Typically, I'm able to make summer/fall meetings, so hopefully I'll see you soon. For now ... 
 
*The NIU Dept. of Communication prepared a very cohesive, persuasive, thought-out response to our initial status of "Candidate for Reduced Resources," part of 
NIU's Program Prioritization initiative. This was presented to Dean Christopher McCord (Dean of the NIU College of Liberal Arts & Sciences, which houses our 
Dept.), a couple weeks ago. I would say we're in a holding pattern. I will absolutely keep all of you posted on this. Administration has stressed that "PP" is a multi-
year process. 
 
*I'm unaware if Dr. Baker or upper administration has answered NINA's letter of support (thanks again for doing that), but I'm confident they have seen it and know 
that we have many supporters out there. 
 
*The departmental contest/banquet account balance stands at about $2,600. 
 
*Two departmental personnel changes that affect journalism: Dr. Laura Vazquez and Dr. Kerith Woodyard are beginning their terms as Director of Undergraduate 
Studies and Assistant Chair of the department. Both are extremely competent, hard-working individuals who get stuff done. Fast. 
 
*Enrollments are still historically low. We have heard from several credible sources that high school counselors throughout the state (so, not just an NIU thing) are 
urging students to attend college somewhere besides Illinois because of the ongoing budget crisis. 
 
*Just my personal opinion, but I don't believe anything positive regarding the budget and/or NIU is in the foreseeable future. 
 
*Not sure if this will affect things significantly, the tenure track faculty are unionizing at NIU. Their first contract negotiations might begin this summer. Instructors (N = 
approx. 250) have been unionized since the early 1990s. We are currently negotiating a new contract with NIU (I'm on the Instructor "team" ... whee!). 
 
There's probably other stuff too, but those are the highlights for now. 
Jason Akst 
 
Jason Akst, MA, Instructor, NIU Dept. of Communication 
Grievance Officer, NIU chapter, University Professionals of Illinois 
Executive Secretary, Northern Illinois Newspaper Association 
 
President’s report: Ruthhart said he attended a NISPA meeting in April and spoke to students. Ruthhart was pleased with the 
Tales from the Trail event June. 16, 2016. It was a good session and shows good work on part of those involved. 
 
Ad-hoc Website Committee report: None. Group hasn’t met yet. Some attempt will be made to meet at the end of July. 
Hendricks agreed to update board members and include photos once Slonoff sends files to her. Hendricks also will include 
information on how to join to include more specifics and to position the info more prominently, include the use of an online form. 
Hendricks also will put a list of committees and their members on the site. 
 
Ad-hoc Contest Committee report: Mailings out, contest launched. Hendricks requested members begin registering for the 
contest online. Committee members will attempt to meet at the end of July. 



 
 
Outreach Committee report: Balcazar reports new members. Discussion followed about reaching out to freelance community. 
Hendricks will print out current and new member list and bring to next meeting. New members not mentioned in previous 
meetings include Nick Obradovich and Dan Campana. 
 
Training Committee report: Olson reports Tales from the Trail was a successful event, even if attendance was not as high as 
he hoped. Two people in unrelated conversations approached Olson about an event focusing on cops and crime. Discussion 
followed about such an event in late fall, possibly featuring Dan Ferrelli, a media relations manager for Aurora Police 
Department. Other ideas included a session on interviewing techniques used by police investigators and about cops and crime 
in general. Olson will work up an outline on an idea and pass it around. Thursday mornings would be best option for time. 
 
Education Committee report: Etheredge passed along to Boehlefeld that although scholarship applications are down, the 
quality is up. They could be down for a number of factors: we offered only one scholarship this year, we solicited digitally and did 
no mailings,fewer students could be interested in the field. Ceili Doyle of Lyons Township High School was the recipient. 
 
Old business: Ruthhart read the responses from Gary Burns, chair of the NIU Communication Dept., and from Chris McCord, 
dean of NIU’s School of Liberal Arts and Sciences, to NINA’s letter of support for the department’s journalism program, which 
was identified for cuts as the outcome of the university’s program prioritization process. Ruthhart was heartened at the positive 
response to our approach and the potential for collaborating in the future. 
 
Zoller reports HB5902, the Speech Rights of Student Journalists Act, which allows for a free and responsible student press, is 
making its way to Rauner’s desk. Rauner has until Aug. 31 to act on it. 
 
New business: Ruthhart opened discussion about a fall banquet speaker. Ideas included Daily Herald film critic Dann Gire, 
media blogger Robert Feder. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 11:28 a.m. 
 
 


