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In late May I spent two days in 
Washington, D.C., for a family event.

I’d been to D.C. once before and 
had seen many of the well-known 
monuments and sights.

But the one place I wanted to visit 
on this trip wasn’t even open when I 
was last in D.C. – the Newseum.

Seeing it in writing, it’s probably 
somewhat easy to discern that the 
Newseum is a news museum.

Not necessarily the case when the 
museum’s name is fi rst spoken aloud.

Before visiting the site, which is 
dedicated to free expression and the 
fi ve freedoms of the First Amendment 
– religion, speech, press, assembly and 
petition – I mentioned to several fam-
ily members and friends that I wanted 
to visit the Newseum, a phrase oft en 
followed by the question, “Which 
museum?”

“Th e Newseum.”
“Wait, where?”
“Th e News-eum. It a news muse-

um. A museum dedicated to news.”
“Ohhhhh. Newseum.”
Yes, there is a news museum. It 

has seven levels of interactive exhib-
its, which include 15 galleries and 15 
theaters.

Th e Newseum is just awesome, and 
– though not everyone has heard of it 
– many others have already visited.

“ ... More than six million have 
visited its modern building located 
on historic Pennsylvania Avenue 
between the United States Capitol and 
the White House,” states the Newse-
um website, www.newseum.org. “ ... 
Among the most memorable exhib-
its are the 9/11 Gallery sponsored 
by Comcast featuring the broadcast 
antennae from the top of the World 
Trade Center, the Berlin Wall Gallery 
whose eight concrete sections are the 
largest pieces of the original wall out-
side Germany, and the Pulitzer Prize 
Photographs Gallery, which features 
photographs from every Pulitzer 
Prize-winning entry dating back to 
1942.”

I spent half a day at the Newseum 
and could have spent more time there.

Many of the Pulitzer photos tugged 
at my heart, whereas a sports report-
ing documentary narrated by Ahmad 
Rashad got me pumped up.

Th e News Corp. News History 
Gallery was my favorite part of the 
Newseum. It showcases the history of 
news gathering, as well as more than 
300 historic front pages.

If you’re a news fan and in D.C., I’d 
recommend a stop at the Newseum. 
And – if you’re a member of the media 
– be sure to bring your press badge, as 
you’re likely eligible for a discount.

Kathy Balcazar is editor of the Kane 
County Chronicle. 
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The Newseum, a museum dedicated to news, is at 555 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washing-
ton, D.C.

Contest kicks off with 4 new categories
About the contest
■ All entry information can be found on 

our website at www.ninaonline.org or go 
to the contest website directly at www.
newspapercontest.com/NINA
■ The publication period for entries is 
May 1, 2015, to April 30, 2016. 
■ The deadline to enter is 11:59 p.m. 
Friday, July 29.

NINA,s annual news compe-
tition has been revamped with 
additional categories.

Th e four new categories are Best 
Niche Publication, Best Watchdog Re-
porting, Best Use of Social Media by an 
Individual and Best Use of Social Me-
dia. 

Please read the submission infor-

mation carefully for Best Special Sec-
tion, Best In-depth News Story and 
Best In-depth News Story Series. Th e 
entry information for these long-stand-
ing categories has been revised.

Entries will be submitted online as 
PDFs or JPGs with a few exceptions, 
which simply will require URLs. If your 
entries are behind a paywall, include 
password information for the judges. 


