
A talented student journalist from Ly-
ons Township High School in west subur-
ban LaGrange has been named the winner 
of the Northern Illinois Newspaper Asso-
ciation’s annual High School Journalist of 
the Year Scholarship competition.

A panel of NINA judges recently 
awarded the $1,000 scholarship to Ceili 
Doyle, a member of the Lyons Township 
Class of 2016. 

Over the past two years, Doyle held 
positions of news editor and co-editor 
of the Lion, the school’s award-winning 
newspaper and website.

NINA judges selected Doyle’s applica-
tion for the scholarship based on the pro-
fessional quality of her writing and report-
ing.

John Etheredge, NINA scholarship 
coordinator, said one of Doyle’s articles on 
the suicide death of another student at Ly-
ons Township caught the eye of the judges.

“Ms. Doyle did an outstanding job in 
covering a tragic and emotionally charged 
event. Her article is one that I’m certain 
that any of our NINA member papers 
would publish in their print editions and 
online,” he said.

Etheredge said NINA judges also took 
note of a recommendation written on 
Doyle’s behalf by Jason Scales, an English 
and journalism instructor at Lyons Town-
ship and adviser to the Lion.

Scales described Doyle as an “im-
pressive student” who has shown leader-
ship potential in her role as a Lion editor. 
Concerning her work as a reporter, Scales 

said of Doyle, “Ceili is the right person for 
(these) hard news stories due to her ma-
turity and highly developed reporting and 
interpersonal skills.”

In an autobiographical essay submit-
ted as part of her scholarship application, 
Doyle said that she found a calling for 
journalism aft er she joined the staff  of the 
Lion her junior year. 

She explained, “I felt that my future 
became instantly solidifi ed. In high school 
I have focused consistently on the news 
section as both an assistant news editor 
and news editor in my junior and senior 
years, respectively. But I do not want to 
limit myself to the reporting and writing 
aspects of journalism. I want to learn how 
operate as a journalist on the clock, be 
pressed for deadlines daily, work with my 
peers to create infographics or brainstorm 
super leads and get a taste of what it would 
be like to pursue my passion as a job.”
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Lyons student editor 
wins NINA scholarship

Save
the Date
Thursday night, 
Oct. 20, 2016

Join us at NIU-
DeKalb for our 
annual awards 

banquet. Watch 
for details in the 
coming months. 

Campus Life Building, Suite 130
DeKalb, IL 60115

To learn more about 
NINA, visit ninaonline.org 
or search “Northern Illinois 
Newspaper Association” on 
Facebook.

"I believe an all-en-
compassing education 

will give me 
a better in-
sight into pos-
ing the right 
questions."

Ceili
Doyle


